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SUBJECT: KONUK RESIGNS AS PRIMIN AND FROM NATIONAL UNITY PARTY 

1 . TFSC "PRIME MINISTER" NECAT KONUK SUBMITTED HIS 
RESIGNATION AS PRIME MINISTER AND AS A MEMBER OF THE 
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GOVERNING NATIONAL UNITY PARTY (NUP) ON MARCH 24. 

KONUK, WHO WAS ALSO NUP CHAIRMAN. ANNOUNCED HE WOULD 
REMAIN IN THE ASSEMBLY AS AN INDEPENDENT DEPUTY. 

HOWEVER TFSC "PRESIDENT'' DENKTASH TOLD REPORTERS 
LATER THAT HE WOULD NOT DECIDE WHETHER TO ACCEPT 
KONUK'S RESIGNATION AS PRIMIN UNTIL AFTER CONSULTING 
THE NUP PARTY COUNCIL AND OTHER PARTY ORGANS. 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


2. KONUK GAVE AS THE REASON FOR HIS RESIGNATION LACK 
OF TOTAL SOLIDARITY WITHIN THE COUNCIL OF MINISTERS 

AND THE NUP ASSEMBLY GROUP ON MEASURES (WE ASSUME MOSTLY 
DOMESTIC) THE GOVERNMENT WANTS TO ADOPT. HE CITED THE 
OBJECTIONS RAISED TO THE GOVERNMENT S DECISION TO 
INCREASE COST OF FUEL OIL AND DIESEL OIL AND POINTED 
OUT THAT GOVERNMENT DEPUTIES HAD EVEN PARTICIPATED IN 
A MARCH 22 DEMONSTRATION BY FARMERS PROTESTING THE 
PRICE RISES. (AMONG THE DEPUTIES WAS NUP DEPSECGEN 
RAIF DENKTASH, SON OF THE PRESIDENT). 

3. COMMENT. OUR READING OF THE TFSC CONSTITUTION IS THAT 
REST OF THE CABINET DOES NOT NECESSARILY RESIGN NOR IS 
THERE A PROHIBITION AGAINST KONUK CONTINUING AS PRIMES AS 
AN INDEPENDENT. LOCAL POLITICAL OBSERVERS INFORM US 
THAT A GROUP OF NUP DEPUTIES HAVE BEEN ATTEMPTING TO 
FORCE KONUK'S RESIGNATION AND THAT PARTICIPATION BY SEVERAL 
NUP DEPUTIES IN THE FARMERS’ PROTEST RALLY WAS ENGINEERED 
BY RAIF DENKTASH, MINAG IRSEN KUCHUK AND MININTERIOR AND 
NUP SECGEN ORHAN ZIHNI BILGEHAN. (BILGEHAN WAS A 
LEADING CONTENDER FOR APPOINTMENT AS PRIMIN AND 

WAS EMBITTERED AT NOT RECEIVING THE NOD.) IF DENKTASH ACCEPTS 
KONUK'S RESIGNATION. BILGEHAN AGAIN EMERGES AS A LEADING 
CONTENDER. 
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4. KONUK'S RESIGNATION TAKES PLACE DESPITE VIGOROUS, 

DISCREET EFFORTS BY GOT AND TURKISH EMBASSY TO PERSUADE 
HIM TO REMAIN IN OFFICE, BOTH BECAUSE THEY VALUE WHAT 
THEY REGARD AS HIS QUIET COMPETENCE AND TO PRESERVE 
THE FACADE OF UNITY IN TFSC LEADERSHIP. 

CRAWFORD 
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